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    During the last dekade of September 2018 the moisture condition was gradually deteriorating 

from most of central, northern, northeastern and northwestern parts of the country. This situation 

could have negative impact toward fulfilling the water need of crops which were lately planted 

and found at flowering and grain filling stages. Likewise, the condition was supposed to be more 

severing for areas particularly was experiencing various lengths of dry days in the previous few 

dekads, areas which did not have supplementary water sources, and the places where their soil is 

characterized as low water holding capacity. In addition, the prevailed dry condition might also 

put some pressure on the pastoral and agro pastoral community for accessing drinking water and 

the availability of fodder for animal feed. On the other hand, according to the collected rain 

gauge information across the country indicated that some places had experienced relatively good 

moisture. In line with this, Tigray, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuze, Gambella, most parts of 

Oromia, SNNPR and southern parts of Somali experienced light to moderate amount of rainfall 

However, the moisture condition was more concentrated toward  the western and southern 

portion of the country. The enhanced moisture might have positive impact for the further 

development of Meher crops, perennial plants and improving the availability of pasture and 

drinking water over the pastoral and agro pastoral community. Similarly, since Bega is the 

second wet season for the southern and southeastern part of the country, some places have 

already started getting rain during the last dekad and this might be crucial in reducing the water 

stress and could improve the soil moisture condition.    
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    During the first dekade of October 2018 dry moisture condition was prevailing over the 

northeastern, central and eastern portion of the country. This situation was supposed to be more 

favorable to conduct harvest and post harvest activities of matured crops for areas of northern 

and northeastern parts where the Kiremt season was getting off. However, the prevailed dry 

condition might have negative impact toward fulfilling the water need of crops which were lately 

planted and found at flowering and grain filling stages. This condition could be more sever for 

areas which were experiencing various lengths of dry days in the previous few dekads, for areas 

which did not have supplementary water sources, and the places where their soil is characterized 

as low water holding capacity. In addition, the dry condition might also put some pressure for 

eastern and northeast parts of the pastoral and agro pastoral community for the availability of 

drinking water and pasture. On the other hand, the observed enhanced moisture over the western 

half of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher 

crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and 

southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the dekad could play very crucial role 

to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Moreover, the 

condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water over 

both the pastoral and agro pastoral community. In line with the enhanced moisture, some places 

of eastern Tigray, eastern Amhara, Benishangul Gumuze, western & southern Oromia, 

Gambella, SNNPR, and southern Somali experienced light to heavy amount of rainfall. Along 

with this, heavy rainfall was observed over Ayira (31.8mm), Asossa (39.0mm), Aykel (49.7mm), 

Bahirdar (39.5mm), Begi (38.2 & 38.0mm), Chagni (33.0mm), Gore (43.8mm) and Terch 

(31.6mm).      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. WEATHER ASSESSMENT  

1.1. RAINFALL AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION 

 

  Fig 1: Rainfall distribution in mm (1-10 October, 2018) 

   During October first dekad pocket area of west Wellega and Tongo have experienced 100-200 

mm of rainfall. Pocket area of north Gonder, Agew Awi, Sheka, Illubabur, Tongo, west Wellega 

and Gedeo have experienced 50-100 mm of rainfall. north Gonder, Bahirdar, west Gojam, 

Metekel, Assosa, Kamashi, Gambela zone 1, 2, & 3, Godere, Bale, Gedeo, Guji and Gamogofa 

have exhibited 25-50 mm of rainfall. west Tigray, Gonder, Afar zone 4, east Gojam, Metekel, 

east Wellega, Jimma, Gurage, Keffa, Bench Maji, Dawuro, Gambela zone 2, Basketo and 

northern part of south Omo received 5-25mm of rainfall. The rest parts of the country exhibited 

0-5 amount of rainfall. 
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1.2. RAINFALL ANOMALIEIES 

 

Figure 2:  Percent of normal rainfall distribution (1-10 October 2018) 

Explanatory notes for the legend:  

         < 50 -- Much below normal  

            50—75% -- below normal  

            75—125% --- Normal  

       >125% ---- Above normal 

 Parts of Gonder, Bahrdar, west Gojam, Agew, Assosa, Illubabur, Tongo, west Wellega, Gamela, 

1 & 3, Sheka, pocket areas of Guji and Gedeo have exhibited normal to above normal amount of 

rainfall.  The rest parts of country exhibited below to much below normal rainfall. 
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  1.3. MOISTURE CONDITION   

During the first dekade of October 2018 dry moisture condition was prevailing over the 

northeastern, central and eastern portion of the country. This situation was supposed to be more 

favorable to conduct harvest and post harvest activities of matured crops for areas of northern 

and northeastern parts where the Kiremt season was getting off. However, the prevailed dry 

condition might have negative impact toward fulfilling the water need of crops which were lately 

planted and found at flowering and grain filling stages. This condition could be more sever for 

areas which were experiencing various lengths of dry days in the previous few dekads, for areas 

which did not have supplementary water sources, and the places where their soil is characterized 

as low water holding capacity. In addition, the dry condition might also put some pressure for 

eastern and northeast parts of the pastoral and agro pastoral community for the availability of 

drinking water and pasture. On the other hand, the observed enhanced moisture over the western 

half of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher 

crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and 

southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the dekad could play very crucial role 

to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Moreover, the 

condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water over 

both the pastoral and agro pastoral community.   

 

Figure 3: Moisture Status for (1-10, October, 2018) 
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     During the first  dekad of October 2018, pocket area of west Wellega , Tongo , Pocket area 

of north Gonder, Agew Awi, Sheka, Illubabur, Tongo, west Wellega ,  Gedeo, north Gonder, 

Bahirdar, west Gojam, Metekel, Assosa, Kamashi, Gambela zone 1, 2, & 3, Godere, Bale, 

Gedeo, Guji and Gamogofa  have experienced humid to moist moisture condition. The rest 

part of the country has received moderately dry to very dry moisture condition. 

2.2 EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE COMING 

DEKAD 

In the coming second dekad of October the moisture condition is expected to be more 

concentrated over the western and southern half of the country. The rest part of the country is 

predicted to be subjected under dry moisture condition.  Thus, the expected obtainable moisture 

to the western and southern half of the country may be favorable to satisfy the water need of 

early planted Meher season crops and currently found at flowering and grain filling stages, lately 

planted and presently found at various growing stages and for perennial plants as well. In 

addition to that, the condition is likely to have positive implication for the southern part of the 

country for performing land preparation and planting of Bega season various crops. The 

anticipated expansion of the rainfall pattern toward the southern and southeastern portion will be 

positive for the availability of fodder and drinking water for the pastoral and agro pastoral 

community. This condition may also play constructive role to collect and store rain water over 

moisture stress areas. However, most parts of the northern and northeastern portion of the 

country are likely to be subjected under dry moisture condition and this may also be 

complimentary to conduct harvests and post harvest activities. On the other hand, this situation 

may have negative impact for lately planted and not yet fully matured Meher season crops. 

Therefore, farmers and pastoralist are advised to use any other alternative water sources and 

utilizing it in the utmost efficiency parallel to collecting, storing and maintaining the soil 

moisture.  

 


